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presence, saying, ' Ye are gods appointed by the true God; go and settle your affairs among yourselves, for it is not fit that we should judge gods/l By which words, my Religious Lord, he did more for himself by the humility he showed, than he did for them by the reverence which he paid them. Before him, indeed, the State had pagan princes who knew not the true God, and worshipped gods of wcod and stone, and they paid the greatest honour to their priests. What wonder, then, that a Christian Emperor should think it right to honour the priests of the true God, when, as we said, pagan princes knew how to honour the priests who served gods of wood and stone ?
"I make this suggestion to my Most Religious Sovereigns, not on my own behalf, but on behalf of all priests. For I am myself a sinner, and as I sin daily and continually before God, I think it will be some benefit to me in His terrible judgment if I am now daily stricken with continual affliction; and I believe that you render God more favourable to yourselves, the more severely you afflict me who serve Him so badly. I had before sustained many injuries, and when the orders of my Sovereigns came, I found an unexpected consolation. I will, if I can, briefly state what these injuries were.
" First, I was robbed of the peace which, without any expense to the State, I made with the Lombards in Tuscia. Then, when the peace was broken, the soldiers were removed from the city. Some of them were slain by the enemy, some were stationed at Narni and Perugia, Eome being abandoned that Perugia might be garrisoned. After this there was a worse affliction when Agilulf came, and I saw with my own eyes men tied by the neck like dogs, and led off to be sold as slaves in France. And as we, who were within the city, escaped from his hands by the protection of God, an excuse is sought for blaming us, because, forsooth, the supply of corn was deficient; whereas it is quite impossible to keep a large supply of corn for a long time in Rome, as I have more fully explained in another report. For myself, indeed, I do not care in the least. As my conscience bears me witness, I am willing to suffer any calamities if only I can pass through them with safety to my soul. But for those honourable men, Gregory the Prefect, and the general Castus, I
1 Rufinus, i. 2;  Socrates, L 8;  Sozomen, i. 17, recount the story, but witiLOut the words, " Vos dii estis, a vero Deo constituti."